Autoimmune Phenomena in Patients with Solid Tumors.
Autoimmune disorders have been documented in solid tumors and malignant hematological disorders. They are very common and well studied in lymphomas which are associated with immune imbalance. They are less common in solid tumors and are categorized as paraneoplastic syndromes with unclear pathogenesis. The aim of the present study was to find the frequency of autoimmune phenomena in solid tumors of various origin, location and status of the tumor. Between 2000 and 2014 we studied 1083 patients with solid tumors that were diagnosed and treated in St George University Hospital, Plovdiv. We found higher incidence of these phenomena in prostate and ovarian carcinomas (9.01% and 5.6%, respectively) than in other solid tumors. Their distribution by type of autoimmune disease showed that vasculitis, polyneuritis and autoimmune hemolytic anemia have the highest frequency of all. Immune thrombocytopenia, seronegative arthritis, psoriasis, polymyositis are less commonly documented. The autoimmune paraneoplastic phenomena manifest themselves metachronously, less commonly synchronously, with the tumor. In most cases, their clinical manifestation is a progressive disease or metastatic malignant disorder which respond favourably to therapy. Paraneoplastic autoimmune phenomena are found very commonly in prostate and ovarian carcinomas. They occur in the course of the evolvement of neoplasm and can regress with medicamentous or surgical treatment of the malignoma.